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THB RAID ON MANASSAS.
OVH erSCLAL ARMT CORRKHfONDKNCK.

Naaa Manassas Jc.nctio*, August 27,1862.
Another Jlaid t/ the Rebels.An Exciting Day.A Regi
mint of Rebel Cavalry Attack Our Petition at Manama.
JbtfriMt on Cenbrevillo.Number and Character of the At¬
tacking force. Where They Came Pi on.Falsi Reports.
Mem from the Front.Gallant Affair of Colonel Mom.
At Position of OurArmy.The Future.Central SigeVt
Capture of Might Hundred Rtheh, dc.
Wo have had on exciting dug of it, aa I will rotate. The'

guard at Manassas consisted or about one thousand men,
Which, with the army a long way in advance, would be
.onsidered sufficient to bold it and look out for evwy-
thing in the neighborhood. We fancied ourselves secure

enough, but had not uoglected the usual precautions to

preveut a surprise.
At ten o'clock this forenoon llie random firing of our

ptcketa gave warning that something was wrong, and but
n few minutes elapsed before they came running In,
.toeely followed by cavalry, which we at once recognized
to bo anything but friend*. Not knowing the force we

were attacked by, and having no means of discovering,
retreat become the order of the day, and excel'ent time
was made on our side.
The aurpriM, or rather the approach, was so sudden

that no defence oould be made. As it was, our retreat
, was not quick enough; for the rcboi cavaity succeeded in

capturing a number of men, and committing any amount
of depredations. Our force was composedof now recruits,
and it could be hardly expected tliey should show front
to an enemy that were unknown In force. Our people
fell hack soma seven miles, wlitre another guard w s

Stationed, who succeeded in stopping the retreat until the
aoemy's force was kuown.

II was-afterwarde discovered that the force which at-
tacked us was a regiment of .Stuart's cavalry, under Fltz-
bugh Lee, about eight hundred stiong. After thoy had
Striven us from our jsvitiou, they proceeded to destroy
three or four trains of empty cars winch wro at Hie

Junction, and they succeeded n accomplishing their ob

Ject, besides which thry destroyed everything of value
they couid tind in the neighbirbood. ,

As six n as their work was complied they proceeded to
.njoy them.-vivos. »ho eeossiuu females of the M-ghbnr
b-md hv. ing provided an entertilninut for them. While

- they were dlxsuuing the good things many of our men

who had been token prisoners managed to escape, imd
from them wc learned the force and character or the
.nomy.
Now that the horse is out of the stable, General fin Hock

proceed to lock the door, by ordering a force to Mhii.-ismui
that will l>e able to protect tlio point and prevent in fu¬
ture any more visits of a similar nature.
The rebelcavalry are smart fc'i 'ws.great on tho dash.

bore to-day and there to-morrow. One never knows
where to expect them next. Tbeywro teaching us lessons
is energy and wh it caa be accompli. hod by rapid mr»vo-

monts. lieing apt s. holer-, we shall soon learn, und their
leasoue will not be thrown a.vsy, for wo sUnll play the
.emu g ime (ro long, v. he a they lonat expect it.
U is impossible to describe all the psrticulare of thig

affair. That It was dlsg.acjfal no osecaa gainsay. Fur-
thnr loforuistion from tho fiold by these who have leea

more of it may better two affair; hut we think not.

Our men who rclreatoTsay that there wero fully flvo
Iboa-and rebels making tho attack , but this is all

.ny.uiHi.ng more. Those who were 111 the enemy's
bauds, and sfb rwai as o caped, are the best able to judge,
.nd they all declare that the force w is all cavalry, and
did not exceed vi.ht hut dred or a Ihei.md su a

The only myetory is how they got there. No ono ap¬
pears to he able to solve the quest Ion. With our ernty m
advance, how did thia band of marauders manage to got
betwc n it atid W.isldugton ? If afTalta of this kind can

be managed hy the rebels two or '.tiros tinva a week, wc

may in ieed feel " shaky " as to the final result. Wc
cannot afford, a* Yankees, to bo outwitted in tbi* mitotic,
¦.ore than two or throe timet.

>*¦ U e ia hardly b p"x«ible that the rebels are la force
b« v uid Wsrreuton. Tliey may be, however, far they

»«r the mem* to tnove Una masses of men, ami
Biibiist tlum fiuickei and better than vie do, Can this
cavalry attack bo the forerunner of an atlack in force
from that direction? We hnruly kho-.v what to think,
m irh !*-* say. and niitet qniotiy wait for something else

_|n lorn up liepire we can form eri o; inion.
t\a iiad news from the front prior to this raid tin to

hot evening, and seme very int rssllnp inleliyenee <*
the ighl ef ti o 2.i<h Co'.ouel Ko-se,of California, not yo:
a> vl.ed a command, h it who led the Twenty eighth rr I
mei l after the death of Colonel Douelly. swam the It.,;,.
palianti'H k with a « »!' party of n,on, and penetrated Hi
enemy's lines t within r bundled .varda of (lersral !/>.> *
b .ni'iuarters. lie was comp, lied to cut his way beck,
w limit any killed, but ha I » vei.d wounded, him; If
.in ng the number, lie r-por * I' Vii.il batteries of il.ht
artilli ry in petition, bm g pit* e | ihein «s he forced hi
way to ill" river. At the point at whi.,b be cri <; ed i:,o
01 otny were ia force, j y li an mx to ten thousand.

its- -eporls from tho main body of our army are very
.nil 'act ry. ofilccra direct fron lie ;,,nai lers sw that
li i ail safe in point (ff number* and p(Sitlon,nnd can
sto'v any siia.V. The health id the men thoy report ox

.ciletit, mid every one of tlirni atoximn for a forward
Mosem nt. A .very large Rum her have rej in d tin .r
. glinciits, having entirely rem v red their health
We occspy the nruth bonk of ihe Roppahannock and

tli enemy mry alb nipt t., a * It, if h eiu <wo»: but wo
Skull, irow ail that wc karii, if be a id make the attempt,

THE REBEL RAID ON MANASSAS

II w said ibat lie does not appear in any treat forco on the
south side, and that the opinion prevails he has retreated
on GordonsvlUe. Does this report sound well ? Is it a

good omen that no enemy is to bo seen in Trout 1 Is it

possible that he has retreated when wo havo strong caval¬
ry attack iu the rear f Docs it not seetn morojirobable
that we may bear of him next on our flank or in our

rearf
After the aflhlr of this morning we may expect a visit

from the devils in any direction.t If they were to drop
from the skies it would not surprise us, eveu if they
came without wings.

It is hoped atnoug "£ that some movement will be made
before long whereby the current can he turned that is
now running against us. We must have a victory soon,
and without the aid of gunboats, that will have a telling
effect, or European opinion will be stronger than ever

against us, and the rebels will have it all their own way
with foreign governments.

I had almost forgotten to mention the dashiog affair of
Se&eral Higel the other day, whereby he bagged eight
hundred rebels. Two hundred escaped, however, on ac-

count of heavy reinforcements coming up to the rebels,
preventing sufficient guard being placed over them. The
General wailed very quietly until they ran into the trap,
when he sprang it, securing the lot.

It cannot be many days before news of the most im¬
portant character will be forwarded from about this point.
A tremendous battle is about to be fought, exactly where
110 one can toll; but it cannot be many miles dlst ant from
the point at which 1 am penning this letter. It will be a

buttle that all others fought on this ooutiuent will sink
into insiguiilcauee tn comparison with, and may decide
the war. I am hopeful. I know ou^strcngth, the spirit
of our troope, the capacity of our leaders: and I believe
that we are to be successful. The army we have not iar
frcm whore I 3laud is second to none in the world, and,
man fer.iuun, they cannot be whipped, nor do I hsli.ve
they can w ith three to two against them.
Our veteran troop* are now in the van. Tlio Dew troops

and tho»c who have been a few months in the held occu¬

py a less important position. A front such as we have
cannot be broken, ahd when the enemy And this out, and
move the other way, I am confident there will be no stop
until we are in Richmond.

THE PLANS OF TIFE REBELS.
TIIR RAID ON MANA3SA3.CAlTbltK Of FKDEHAI.

CAVALRY AT WATKRKORD.
[From the lUltiinore American, Annual 28.]

We learn from gentlemen who arrived here lot even

pig from Loudon county that yesterday was a day of
groat excitement In that vicinity, as well as in the val¬
ley. The guerilla bands wero scouring the country, aud
White's rct-cl cavalry.eupposod to be tho same which
made the da- U on Saturday la,' on the Winchester road
aud destroyed a train of cars.hivo appeared at Water
ford, a short ilislaucc from Loudon, capturing u company
of cavalry stationed there, with all their horses and
arms. The men, wo loarii, wore paroled, and ths relicts
made good their escape with their booty. They were

overpowered by superior numbeis alter a .harp tl^hl. in
which a number were wonuded on both sides.
There was great excitement among the people through

out Loud n county on intelligence being received of the
raid on the previous night on M uinsaas Junction, ft was
rumored that the cavalry force which operated at Manas
sa.s was approaching I«s.\sbirg, and that the advance
guard of the rebels w is already in the, comity, at Morri-
sonville. The lotlow lug letter from our correspondent at
Berlin confirms the statement:.

Bkri.ix, August 27,1852.
Micsshp. Eeitors or ntr. Haiti work Amsrica.n :.
Another da it w: iiu 1c l»y White's cavalry ou f'aptalu

Means' compare, in Hie town of Waterford, euily this
morning, and resulted in kiJfiug and capturing t1m-most
of the federal cac.tiry niel»r Captain Moans. The Captain

"

made ills esc-'tie Willi - uneoUt.ii... Tiia greatest cxette
ment prevails in I/itidnu canity. People don't know
w hat to do or u lioi o to go. »/«.,.* art rytorlt of fhpr ra h
of Con!'«l ti 'lirto 0u! .hhwHon (Hail .*

mi). As to the truth of the Waterford raid, that lias
been confirm J. A- to ibsgree' moving on the Manassas
Junction,it cones from such a source Hint it appears'
creditable.

(From lite National Jntolllgenccr, August 28 ]
We ai* enabled to add to the above a ponton of a

despatch re> oivod yesterday afternoon at the Commis¬

sary General-' oflbe from en officer at Aleraiidrln. The
despatch rciatoa 10 »'ttylieg jyd
which we are net JT nbtuiy to give, tt concludes a*
follows .

A'Xxsnpr-1, Atlgrst 27.12:30 P. M

C'aptula llsascr's ut is here; says his fath*r i eitbT
killed or a prisoner, and storim destqpyed. I have two
trains, but cannot get out, as the road is probably do

strayed. They are ai. Notum.it now. A ymif
manyfres, t are.going col l» roguh't mat/erf.

Till: ILMFEL It All* AND SEHIOUR RAILROAD
COLr.IBION'.

ot n WA. ttiNii ion c<Mtnt>rti«:!ii.NoK.
\V UltlVl.T )V I 2S, 1 Sl',2

ConA na an of It. Virginia Re. i'iii.'i Jhfmt llV.aty
fen.Thty A.'iaujro to Ihe f'uj i7o/. I'df'/Vit f'nuil ffoote
Dre.l.l. ,jvu <V"fqf f.'ic R'ilr. ud i o.'fimui.!,f> t

l.ert of Lift. «!.<..
Tho gieatoct nsternatton has been cxcil".! throu b m',

Fairfax nI'd rluco William counties by tlie recent, bold
da 'ben vt I bo cwniy, and nearly every loyal family a!i|e
to Kmvo is gathering together its household g.iods and
bssW'nirg towards Washington. It.e affair at I'atlett's
simian startled tlio whole section, rnnnv leaving at o-.r.u;
but ilii-' daring raid upon Manassas see n* to lwve
su token tlm emirs population with a panlo that has led
to the desert ten of homos and the abandonment of all
tlio fin lis or a summer> almost profitless .labor.
>!.,tiy f f the toll cltl ns of / Faui.x rouuly
retained to their fm Mis but sprii p, <\l d irlng the -mnr
ti cr got tn a few crop*, sufficient to last tbrongli ths
ccmh . winter, but this new fright has emptied the ecus.

try agntn, aud man, women and children are hurrying
from their supposed danger, leaving everything to de.
struction, while each gives fresh impetus to the Bylug
rumors of rebel exploits round about Washington. M
Fairfax Court ITouse scarcely an individual remaiue,
everybody having precipitately vamosed save a few sym¬
pathizers with the rebels, who are assiduously preparing
to. entertain the chivalry in the most approved style.
Washington was early set agog this morning with rumors

concerning the raid upon Bristow and Manassas, and as

the frightened populace came in the grossest exaggera¬
tions. began to circulate, until a knowledge of
facts became almoat unattainable, while nothing seemed
too marvellous for Washington credulity. AS the circum¬
stances developed themselves the excitement subsided
somewhat throughout the city, though not a little unea¬
siness prevails concerning tba safety of other portions of
tho road much more Important. It seems that a largo
body of onr own troops hud passed through Bristow just
previous to the arrival of the rebels, who coiumonced
their operations upon tho track almost before the roar of
our columu had disappeared. Their first business was
to build a largo Ore on the track. The train
which left Warreuteu Juuctiou about six o'clock 1*. M.
arrived at Bristow just as the lire had got to burning
briskly, and dashed the brands trom the rails, passing on
without damage, though a sharp Bro was opened upoa
the cars by the whole Una of rebels upon the bank. All
baste was made for Manassas, where the troops were ap¬
prised of the proximity of the enemy, and preparations
made for a vigorous defence. Seven miles this side of
Mauassas a largo train of cars had halted upon the track
lor water, and, hearing tho train which had been fired
into approaching, Ihc brakemcn went ba k with
signal lights to prevent a collision. The engineer, seeiug
the lights, supposed it to be a ruse of the enemy,
and, jerking open the throttle valve, dashed liko lightning
upon the other train, piling car upon car iu an inde¬
scribable wreck. Three lanterns were found unbroken,
and these wore sent back upon the road to stop the next
train, dne in a few moments, wbilo the few uninjured
vainly strove in the darkness to And the killed and
wounded. Tho engineer of the colliding train wis
found mortally wounded; but tlic fireman und several
of the brakemen bad disappeared, together with
a large number of se-k, all "f whom wcro

probably thrown off at the side of the road aid
killed, ibo survivors hastily uutuui led tho iront loco¬
motive, with two cars that had crcap -d th<" gcneial ruin,
aud, piling in such as could be found dose at hr.nd, came
on to Alexandria. How many arc killed and wounded Is
not yet known; but as lhare wrs a large number of sick
ou board, ai.d the cats were crushed like eggshell!, the
Fas of iile most have been considerable. Rcinturce.
incuts were ImmrUUtely tcnl out to Maiia-iSa*, and
heavy til ing has been hoard In that direction during most
of the day. At- tho enemy's force waa composed of noth¬
ing but cavalry, tbay cannot remulu long in th»t section,
and hate no doubt already retreated toward the Uluo
ltldge.
CAPTURE OF THE MARYLAND CAVALRY.

00It IlARrElt'a FKKKT COKRfcSrOXDKNCS.
li tilout's Ferrv, August 27. IRiid-

Capture of Part »f a Cv npouy of Mainland Curai/y.
< dpiort of R-lt l liiitliiritai-ktrt.Thrji Ar>: iiiitN tfllfi-
rao/v, tfc.
Rib. <4 cavalry still continue tb'-ir raids through this

valley and neighboring counties. This morning we hat e

the unwelcome news of tile capture of nearly a whole
coni|4tny (about one hundred nrong) of Maryland oval
ry, belonging to the Home (inard, who wore pooled at

Watorferd, Is udou county Vs., about eight miles from
ilic nearest point "f the l'otonr.r river. The robol caval
ry (whi h is tid to be three hundred strong) dmdied In
upon them b. fore daybreak Hits morniug, in double quick
time, carrying the pickets with them as ihoy wiit|
givhig liiein time to report tlio approach of the
oneiuy. Our c-tv.ory were quartered in a church,
aud, it * sdd, fought nobly, pouring into
their ranks some deadly volleys as they approached,
at one tunc lepuming their ad'.snc# for a moment. I
learn, from one who cfcapod, that It U likely not mo-c
ih.m llti' cn or twenty iu..<!e their escape ; tlie remainder
were billed, wounded and taken prisoners. It wa^ ro-

1 >rtod that f'eptsin Moans was takeq prtjoiiT or kilM;
h"t a despatch to Colonel MiieS, fi'CUl Kiiel of ltocks. au
uotiiuea his safety.

this morning we had the pleosnie of seeing atist
itl'ftien or twenty bushwhackers on their wny rarrn Who
ohertcr to Baltimore. Tlioy were a tn dley, musty look-
ii.g ciew, and were capiurcd la the vimiity w Win- j
cheater.'I ieai n, as 1 am about to ch-so, ili.il not more than about
eightoru uieo of Captain MV.un' cavalry were taken at
Waterford, a d they wore released on [xirolts o, honor.

THE EXPERIENCE OF ANOTHER OF OUlt
CORRESPONDENTS.

W.em mlox, August 20,
"Iht Apt "U '»rt "f Troof* a Mek Since.*Our CVrcei-
j* ti«f«r.('s ring*. What II Fmnd L ft v! Hi* Oaj
g(i.,, Hilt of lilt 11 fti'iii'j Sui's. U'Aoi fjnanil /'j*
Uiullhi *;tjr OJiMt ito .fliir Duition of
Omttral P< Army Pattiny Barlr, ,ft., ifu
Hli, the fate ol w;>r! f am hero;but whom uithe army?

And where is my baggage? With regard to the liitorl
can say eertsSuly it lias v,ml-lied

kike the b e " :s Aibric of a vision.
It is with n heavy heart I tr'-xt myseir to write. 1 am n

wi!,i'.ot only for the welfare of rtirr beloved country, but
upon per r.nl ooimlderutloi . I Uav« Just returned from
. living vi it to our army iu Virginia, aftor an absence of
flvednys. Wliat a Ave cays of change havj tl»"y bron
F,voi'»)S go Heft the Army of Virginia rutrojUng i.i
u.i | or.'.i from the banks of Hie llapidan towards the
iinoiNili'un ok. Now I Hud Ilium iu tin vicinity of War-
reuioii Junction, With an overwhelming army of r beta tr>
their front, an iffor <ght 1 know, another In their ro -r.

But what uiok nu> personalty feel especally Ml is
the though', that 1 have lost So much pecuniarily tin mi:

the memorable five days that I have been absent. ihe
rebel raid at Cation's nation 1ms stripped me of neuriv

my all. I am minus a oousidcrablo; but, thank Taie anil
General Stuai t'e cavalry, 1 aui not tbo only loser.
You bavo heard already of the rebel raid at Callctt 3

sin Iion on Friday night lust, mid have learned botv the
rebel General Stuart ami twelve hundred or his oavalry
dashed in upon our onior camps and wagon trains and
captured two hundred horses, broke up the stall' train o'
General Pope, scared our teamsters and guards out of
their senses, and carried off all I bat was valuable within
their reacti. Therefore it will not bo necessary for nie to

repeat tho story liore. Sufilce "it to say that the work
wua performed most conqdetely, and but little, almost
nothing, now remains but (be wreck or our once rnag-
i:l 11cent cortege. The order tt Geneial Halleclc has ex¬

cluded me front camp as a newspaper writer, but, owing
to my position, It did not prev< tit me from again visiting
the camp. My baggage was ieft with that of Genera'
l'upes staff, and 1 therefore obtained a "pass" to go to

tho camp or the Army of Virginia to look aTter it. « Ftni,
vi'ii," and came home fooling exceedingly "cicp'-oiis.
lite "butternut colored cussse" had made a clean tiling
of it. The only article 1 could flnd'having any semblance
to a-ght I over pc-seaued was the bottom of au oilcloth
"carpet hag," with my initials painted In white letters
(hereon, lying hi a mudbote near the wrenk oT an army
ambulance. Here was tho hook of my falo oponed at

once to my yu/e. llh! whose, aud oh, whore, were my
new Clean .-hirts aud socks?. Gono. And where were

those neat black pants and coat (in which i
but a few months sinoe, before the altar aud
a Methodist parson, did talk in company with
auoilicr specimen of the human family), my hoots, camp
bed, blankets, notebook", memorandums, Ac. Where
wore tbeyf All gone. They Lad taken up the cry o

Major General Greeley, "Onward to Richmond." Each ar.

tide, perhaps, is now doing service upon the person i f
sumo dirty reb 1, or, what is worse, decorating the

sweaty form of some swblo Eihiup. Ihe thought is uud
ncss.

Hut, as 1 "aid before. 1 am not »loue. Tho list of losses
is too lange publish, but the following is ell that was

saved of the personal effects belonging to the sun otil
cere:.

AVtw. Artieln Rami.
Gen. Pope. Kidj»p pole oi his tent.
Col. (in. 7lc , l 111 Of fl d.. .Carpel of tent.
Gen. Huberts, thicl oi Ar'y.. .Everything.
Major Selflidgr. A. A. IS.... fwo do,ten paper cotlaM.*
Cot. cicary.M. i n, mr cn-o only.
( d. McComb, ('. K ilis bradawl wrench.
<. I. "forge; Nix.
Co), flutter ...Iiltro.
Col HecktvPh. Ills sjicctiiclcs only.
Major .Meline . ....litis splendid mess chest,

J Intact.
Capt. Piiior Everything.
( apt. Chunk 'lb,en soiled socks.
Capt. A- he Everything.
Dr. MuFar' md Mens chest.
C»pt. Gould tug rwoclerk f
Capt l ope, A C. S [llnisng.i
Capt. Pup l'ope ) one sice of Milled llneu

[ and bis can cover.
( apt. Hrown iRrush broom and « bottle

I . .
f of hair toaic.

< op'-«af N< tluog.1i
* these conare the Major has sinco divided with fieri

Pope.
fAlthough saving liis clerks ho lost himself, and is now

in iMxie.
> apt. l o, o, wh. n last hoard from, was inq ,1WRg ib*

way to Alexandria.
* Capt. flail lost gfiOO in c t?b.
Tho above list comprises at! bat saved of the jicr

sonal pffecI- of the stuff.

j Gen. Stuart found a darkey in camp, of ahout tho .otn«
sleeasi;en. Pope,and this coijtrnband Individual boctr
cased la the General's heel elothrs, shoulder straps and
all, and caused to ride hc-ilo him on a nmle through
Warreni< u, labelled, " .Vo retreat," Onward to Hi. h*
mond."
Where it' rebels came from or where Ibey went h

pure 3urm.se, and no one can even f..rm an int. logout
guess, lint that they were thero is obvious.
Pope's army ha* fallen hack from lb* RuppahanM k to

Warren ton Junction -.ten miles), and that of Uc< Adlan is
now fast dofaw it. The rabela have crossed the Rappn-
liannock liTferce, and a buttle cannot be long delayed.
Wo can g t no news «xccpt such ay wo can glean from

returning people at Alexandria, and many of tbco re

ports *'p ontiiody unworthy of belief, thanks to General
Mallcck^ 0^«!'fvr ihf trprefvuteliyee or the*
presi from (4e army. I may say hero ilm the order re-
f'.rred to Is heartily condemned by all classes here aud til
the army. No one can se« \t hat goal he Intends (o ac
cidiipllsh by such a course,
There U',s Wn to serious fighting for the pu-.t forty

eiirhl hours: but I expect a brnsb to-morrow.

OUlt Si'LK MAI, ARMY CORnESPOXPKWK.
WAsnixor v, ft. c., August T7, ISM.

Ail Quid near Warrenhm.Fighting near n'hi'e RuliAiir
S/rringrSigd'* Montin. nit.Oaptnr$ of It. hi Xegntne
Cavalni.Whal 'the Rehtte O'afnrt bj 'he Rati.Sinart's
Rebel Da .bet.The Affair on the ltnitroad.TK\ Rebel
Qtmralt in the Fit Id.IVher* Ih'y Appear fa be
V' in.. Their Chief Attack.The t'nion of Oar Armies.
The Rebel Firin.,.Arrest of Cinlimn /f. VLr, <*.
1 have Just returned from tho Union ndvaocod lines en

tin IU|.| ah mmck, at two pelnfs. I visited a point near

tiio railroad brid.;oou the Or-tngo and Alexandria Hail
road, about nino mil s rroin Warrun ton Junollon and
eleven niilce s uiib of Wurrcnlon. All was quiet in that
dtrec;lk>n. Hi! r.d. la so iningly ludlflpt* ed toalfcmjitto
make an .nip .<.; >u up ;n ..ur force there, where wo have
on tl engthened. While nt this pjtot, about Intf-paA

.ci.,htu'c!(s ky rter.Uy morning«h uvy artillery firing waa
beard in the illro il nof the Wuito italphur Spring', nhont
five miles fnun Warrmtm. Tlihs firing continue) for

s nt ! hours. I iminod ilely hosUtued to ascertain iho
c 're f the firing on uTtat was cvidontly'tllgBPs p.Int.
I lo.imod from undoubted authority that the affair wae

ifilmportant Tho objK-t w.tt to feel the enemy's
strength and position.
N't a doubt Is entertained but UiAt ;'igel can maintain

his vcsltivn on the right, as la go numbers of troops are

biing pout to reinforce him in bis pelt Ion, iu case or Ms
being attacked by an overwhelming orco of the caetny
aud threateued with a flank movem -nt In the Litter at¬

tempt tlie enemy would be outwitted, as tUcy were in the
attack ou his right previously, where, by a Judicious and
wod executed military movement, be throw his left ou
lite right, allowing Banks and Reno to take his old left.
By that movement his right has been extended somewhat.
Ou the 25th a number of the rebel regular eavalry, and

not guerillas, who were concerned in the raid on the rail
road and Pope's train, at Catlctt's station, were oaptured
by a body of our cavalry scouts belonging to the First
\'cw Jersey regiment. The result# of this bold dash of
Stuart's uien amply paid them for the rashness of
the attempt. They secured on the occasion
an extra prune lot of government horses,
which had boon selected with rare from the government
corrals for the u-e of staff officers. They also secured
other horses. «esido3 this they secured the personul el'
frets of (ienerat Pope and staff, some money, and, worse

thau all, the instruct ions, maps and topographical charts,
in fact, tho plan ol the oampaigu. Will not this nccesti-
late a change iu important particular! in the original de¬

sign,-unless we are imm.dlate'y sufficiently strengthened
»o curry out any proved plan?
As tills mutter has brought home so forcibly to the

very doors of tho Commanding General the enormity of

guerilla aggressieus, it is to ho devoutly hoped that he
will act lu bis usual and decided stylo with these eetni
savagrg. Au example should be instantly made of those
desperadoes and «ll who niav hereafter succeed tbom.

< Kither this, or the law of retaliation by our own cavalry
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, must ho administered to
these bold and desperate rebel brigand*, if we would end
their career.
Your correspondent did not suppose lb at his account

of tho raid of Stuirt's m»u ou Friday, together
with lsis strictures on it, would be still so fresh
in the minds of your leaders when bo would b»

called on to record a repetition .of tho same

sty!.-of warfare by the rebels. Rot, alas! it is too true,
Stnnrt fc u> been again allowed to come within our lines
and \vitl<in -1, lit and aim t hearing o, superior forces,
throw our railroad tral.i Into contusion,cause a ake.lad tle
on the part of tho employes and tho collision of trains,
and u temporary nu-pen=ion of railroad communication.
¦at a time, too, wheu everything depends upon celority of
movement.
Your correspondent left Wmenton at two o'clock P. 11.

on the 2»hh. We were detained until dti-k at Main 3u

Junction station on account of nunien. is l aliu p.nrlng
up with supplies, Witen we jms <d Brislow's stati u

everything win quiet, utid no oue dreamed of Urn appear-
wee of evi n a ghost of a guerilla. The alarm was J vie
about eight o clock, and immediately u puido ensued, and
the conre picut colliding of an up and down tr.-iiif. ft mot

an end he put to g'w iii.i cavalry incursmne into our

own lines? I hough the !¦ ensuing by tins last r.id
to the government is small, thJ miral rflbct upon
tho troops and our cause everywhere Is tremendous.
k\ i- C- I' ok la o..r ai .aug'-i », ut* in the future be suf¬
ficient to jcuvc immi uity firm rebel incursions fur with
In our in-. Your correspond nt wim net on the trim
which coll..led, hut iug proceeded iu luioiher train to Alex
andi is.
Tho rebel have new in their chief commands the fol

lowing able whoersJz-e, Smith, Jackson, 1'welt and
I/<ngstrect. Thus «ar their main efr.rts have bs.-n direct,
cd to turn cur rijit * ,il» a largo I roe. Ceneral ,Jigrl h -s

thus far proven a match for their un,led powers (Mr

ri,-.ht ktiii commaiids tiw Ra; palmnnook, preventing of-

Icetually its passage by tho ruemy. gel's " Jackass
Artillery" has made Its marks upon the rebels, and bids
fair to become us famous in history as Its chief is re-

nowned In the hall's- of tils country.
Our f.rces 1.1 certain p ilior.s have pickets \nd vi lettes

throws avr.*3 the Rappibannock. They nrc gene¬
rally placed iu p -,t us where the lent ruses
meat of the enemy in reported to our main body.
O ir general* are bu-dly engaged in arranging ro.-c«s pre
pern lory to a grand tpnou-meni, to come off speedily.
Higel holds tke; >>t of Loner atuciig the Union command¬
ers, the brant of tho rebel shock being against him. It
is certain that tin oh* r will centiuue to hold tho enemy
where ho Is, white demonstrations; are being made by an

lucres*,.,!:aud constantly |urcc iun

r tlinn by the teilerul Ctwita)under*.
Tbcjuection b-tween MctTellan nn l Pope's asmici is

now rapidly boing afltompllsh d. Already a p..rtiou of
tlie veterans of the Army of (lie Potomac Uavo united
their destinies with the equally brave Army of Virginia
The ret»eis laave no opportunity unimproved to

wasto their gunpowder and sli d an I shall. A day or two

ago tlu»T flred nearly a hundred t'mos at an ammunition
train, which thoy discovered as K toiled Its way along.
Fortunately, though thq all1 lis fell all around it, they did
not explode at any point to do damage.

(Mil eombiacd army Is now in a matchless lighting con¬

dition.healthy, and well conditioned lu nil respects.
M it or the regiments fa. Ing the enemy are w cH tried
and veteran, mid only pant for a struggle for supremacy
over the rebels. The rebel* will pit against them their
chotcc t m«n. The Impending engagement will theroforo
bcdv.Aalve in ila character.
Hvo civilians were js t> rday morning arrested and

plne-d in durance vile,on suspicion of spying into our

mi\cinenla and strength,and Indicating our weak ppots
to tlie rebel*.

KEWSPArER ACCOUNTS.
The it uiil oat ?l i it u ssn«,

[From the Undiln n il Hlar, August 27.J
A rebel r nd, similar t that mnde ,.u Friday night last

at (fallenV station, was succc-sfully accoinplidled last
n gbt, not only at llr -tow, but also at Man i*us station.
The attack ig force, variously ot mated at from fuWto
2,f<iO cavalry, is sutqiO'e | to nave In* n a portion of tvo

| i.i-l liuhugh lee's force-tL it nuule tho ra-d on Friday
night, reicrred to above

f r.un all we r in Ictrn ef the f.i, . -- »p.j must of the
information on the .- utyri-t tl*it had t en hed Washing!.

I un to noun to day cones tin ough " ekcdaddling'' federal

soldier*, who, running on tb« Orel alarm, ware brought
up «li staudiug near i.tnircvdlu, by Inderal picket* tbt
"fst ubbuuli wild iiiudo upon uTu on luo fuilroiMl ai Brto-
low, lour mile* out beyoud Mauasav*. A triia wua flrot
Into ther*. with what regulilug damage we luiow not.
Th« nu n guard at It musi-as i» sa.u ui have oouaistad

or the iwei.th cnusyivauia cavalry (very greou l oop*),two companion or mi.aniry and a battery ot artillery.the skedaddling un a b. mguri the uewa to Cenlrevflln
ana *airai i*«. « of iUy ouvali y. aud repreaenl that moat
01 the tufa itry au 1 artillsry u n e c iptured, aud Uio gunaor tne lati r U ruvU Iimne.u .inly agaiiut u* in the akir-
rabU or atlHir. it epiiear* thai the t uiou wagon trains
thereat tbo lima bad Huiiiciunt warning to tin..bio them
l . ir.ova hack UiCnmrovii.e with ut loss. Four traina of
am pi}' 0.H ? on ih.» sideling ut '».auii*iiuto are uudoiu loud to
b ivo i..i.tua i <to tho hand., oi this uiaraudi >g purty.

i ho Hull run br dgo (r.'iircM>,iicit an hour ago ta bare
wiott to.rued u)ku) is halo, we ka j>v p -xitive y.Aasoiu to informalkm oi tuis aiiai. root.usd b*r« last
ni.-hi iVom I'uirux utaip it, a c usidi-rabtu force Wis
lespatt Uo.t by rait, uuuor G-*uoral SturgiA, to punoih tba
cr* rhi|f marauders.
Wo la .e it for granted that tho rebe'.u destroyed as

hi icli ot ihe railroad uud i, leg apb a. M . u.ish.u a-' po.;si-
'ce, (hou;Mi lhey could not no itiwrr.-S'irb d uc&yt there, wo
;>].! otocad, tiiau cuu be rectified by our c.mtrucuoa

'."rj>» at baud us porha; a twenty four bourn The inter -

r iioh nt i. iegiuplno coiunnun..ui u-o court* prcvahU.
up to this hour, h bettor kuowledge here of the details or
tins m' st -.'Kgr ce.ul .illair. '

I roni v.! we know of it s . far we feel sure that, instead
f ri-rr. a ii.j the Kip; 'baiin k on S iturduy, Cot Fltz-

b gti t o'i tor Co burned into the mountains hack of War-
it' :i, from win :e lie ua<l but to d.». Ii down t..enty or

twi 'y 11 u inilos ii| n Hri i >A and Muimemv. Wo take
it for ruii.oi tint he <li I not remain at Mauashus
iiltl .^'uigi-iirrHed the e, but at,..In mado oil lor tho

f-e-tne- ui lug ,o..r. By tins t me u sulhcient loroe of
ca\ tliy h ii d.iulH.e;-- been ..ut uitcr bun by v.en. 1'oiie.
ih y ..Ml hardly tan h him bo .rut or, bo i h osus to go
over tbe ui fi-ut Koy..l, and llrj:e d.spcrso bis
tor »,t c in ti. a ai.. ai. wiwru m tbe vailoy. It
is un i. h.y Hue thai ibo bu''ui-ei of ibe.-e rebel raids
grew i ti e gross iu"oti ury 'and inattention to
lii'i 'i;u." of our oicars in cinrg 'Oi ur railroad ui
olLi iiii ai i,,.arii>. It i» hi,ib mil that ex. :nj les, by
sb« "i on ihe S'tuteti. oof drum liea i courts mm tiil,had
hiti-ii iuado ol s me of Ur s« responsible lor lUuitim cur-
.ui..'.n well calculated t. ii.se or armies Jtittly tbo

d.-ii.-i a o. I'm world. 'Ilie e mtiy will no longer stand
n e; t ti ine pait of our mduar, autboruics to orcc al-
li-ut:' ii on tbo part of then sub .nlina.es to tue plainest
ru1-'!'military nuty and 'i-.'iplii.e.:aiies wb.cb if longer
DCgicrtcd will insuiu oar ulliciiulo u.. at In this War, wo
care i. i bow tunny ur.m we put in ibv- held, n r botv much
tnoi.fy wt Sj end for war p .rp sen

V. a., u l.o d ilia; tn-re uus been no leleg aphic coin-
munie itmu with tlisdirout K nee ib* rcbtd laid upon Ua-
ba^aas and ItriA mv.of wlucb we piullsb an account
clsevshere tbisalterui' n l p to that bour.eight or nine
I yesi Tday.there ha I beeu no uiore lignting across
the Kaj pauannock; nor,as far a* we can ivuru, bad tbe
rcKi« siiowu ibctustlves in force about there.
We tbercloie adhere (o tbo opaiiou exiiressocl yester¬

day, that they have already made oif (mr the most part)
for (ioi'dnusville, leaving iail met f'ii/hugb L e's small
cavalry lorce to worry and at.uuy us ou our right ilanlc
(as be r.ei t tiuly is doiug), aud thus delay pursuit as loug
a< |>ossil)le.
Wo reject the theory that the rebels have sent

a cmi9idi rab'e force iu the vnncy again, as to do
so, tbeir gc'j".~als know well, would bo to insure
Its immediate dc.->iruciiott. Tbeykuow.if b*i from tbe
publications in tbe New York uewspuiiers, (bat lite Army
of the Potomac is now where it cau couveuicutly operate
lu coiijuuclion with the Army ot Virginia. Thuy know,
too, that it tbey lore uordcnsvide, Kicbiuoud falls ef its
oMii weight very shortly afterwards, and that they must
keep all their strength in this region together for its dt-
fouce.

While raids upon our flauk and rear, like those of Colo¬
nel l.ee, ountiy us beyond bearing, ibey ullecl nothing
whatever hi shaping tbe geuu'al reeull of aceinpeigu.
Wc will become more watcnful of sueh matters, doubt*
less, and thus be improved by them.
Wo learn that persons arriving in the course

of tbe day from the vlciuity of F triax represent that
much artillery firing was heard early ibis morning in the
direction of Itanassas, aud indeed up to the bour they
started for Washington by rail.
U this be true, l.ec, or whoever commands the maratid-

iug rebels, felt bimseli strong ouougb to remain about
Manassas until daybro.ik, when Sturgia probably name
upon bun and engaged him.
We, however, receive tbls information wMth mauy

gra.ns of allowance, udhering to the theory that Buoh
rebel raids are being ventured only with a small forceJao
C iusl iluicd as to do as much damage by night as possible,
aud p.-epaiud to run swiftly for hiding places ere effective
pursuit can be essayed.
Among the astonishing storioa told to day In coaneottea

with this affair Is one saying that last night five trains ef
our troops going up to punish (he marauders were stop¬
ped on the roud and ma le prisoners. There is nothing,
however, to confirm tbut or aught else on tbe aub)ect, ex¬
cept wlial is embraced tu our staloineut above concern¬
ing It.

(Correspondenee of tho Philadelphia Inquirer.]
AiJKimutu. AuguBt 27,1S«2.

There was an important rehei raid on Manassas last
night, the dotalls of which I gi»*e you, having just ar¬
rived from near lliAt locality, as aorrectly as tbe excite¬
ment of Hie bour will permit.

Tlie regular train, wb.ch should have arrived here last
night at len o'clock, was attacked by about four hundred
ol Stuart's CJvalrv under command of I.ee, at Hrlslow,
a place Aomo four miles and a ha'f west of Manassas.
The tirrt intimation tho paseenge.s had of tho approach¬
ing uatiger was a sudden stuck, occasioned by the engine
runtime into a pile of tins plart-d ii|>on the track.

Fortunatelr the muchinc was going at a high rate of
speed, and the obstruction was removed without throw¬
ing the train from the track. Tho rebel cavalry had un-
dniibiedly eono tided up- n no such result; lor they were
drawn up in line on each side of the truck Tbe moment,
however, they d.scov reU that their de-rgn had been
frnstraloi!. they tired rjion the (rain, killing one man on
t p of n ear and slylilly wounding several lustdo.
The engiooer pulled out the turottle of his engine, and

tbo train wrs rapidly driven up to Manas*ms, thonco to
Hull Hun bridge, ubout four miles oast of Mnnassas,
where it relllced with it trim -landing nu the track,
i ad. d Willi soldiers, completely demolishing (hre freight
cars, and piling'h'* broken timber-- up Into ouc inase.
Three niun are r"ported killed and several severely
wounded. Tiio conduetor anil ihceugin-or of the train
Irom Msri i*«vA w.-re badly iojurud. and the locomotive
uu inaivhst d nnayed.
The r-Pel cavalry, alter firing, pp.nont'y, weios rein

forc« .1, for th- into on to Mtn.i- c. reacnfng
tic rc a'.MCH nir.c o'cl s,t twecn two uud three Ibo -and
-lr. :ig. A! Maim i* th -y cneo .ntered tho Klevcnlh New
K.rk bait , wh.ciiwi evidently taken hys trpriso.
a'.lho gb ii is said snfiieleat wiu itf-iv had been glv >rt of
Ih,- a,; ra eh of the ebe4 to enuldo the ni»n in i h irge to
move offavveral goverimsct trains io ded with sr. rer.
It.e S'e* York soid'ori,nillioogh th'utrn into groat eon
fusion by the sudden dash of the rebel »: iv.iiry. fought as
bravely as men ct ;ld.

rite}', »t tlio linn oM'.-i, loet four of their «;gh* gunff.
It was h fir-i time ilicy had been oiider fire, and
coniplvtely worn they taken by surprise that the otlicer
in command, supilug the rebel cavalry to be tlmou
(IOO|OI, culled t i them not to press him too lend, or bo
would n' t be able to u«e liu pic- eg

Hie rebels, thinking they lud tin eisy thing, when
within a ft v }'nr<lH of the g-ens (Otittue ,ced veiling like
demons, and rirb"<l ii|stnlbe bmery. S- ve. l soldiere
were -abred ut their guns. Tho.-o Who could fought
nobly, h it with what result is not d'-llujieiy known.
Most of lli'tn, Ii trever, it Is believe I, wero kilted or
(ikon prlsonrus. At tha llmu of the entry of tint r beln
into Mrnas--is there were but lliree or four c mpanies
of inluiitry, that bad accideota'ly been left thereby a
train thnt went ii" a few hours befoit

Tlio ri bels, getting |io-scit.-iiti of the place, emnmcneed
the pioini e'lo.iA destruction of everything tlut <auie
within their reach They to-e up Mi track, -mashed the
c irs. cut the telegraph wins, d stroyed sevsral b.iildings
rt. J a consul rn*- c mi nt of government aterou.

Bc'or- arriving at M ma - « It ia beli -ved they blew up
the Broad run l>ri Ige, iei a li^ht wns seen ;ei : an expie-
-ii»it hoard In thai direct Ion, It is a > tbouebt they
de trujrod con«id«rablo of tho trick his morning, al
eight o'clock, heavy cue-oilading w is heard ut Manassas,
and It Is suuposod Oeueral I'oj-e had at lacked (lie rebels
in front and roar.

. l'rvh.i11ly a nvre boM and (le*|-Tate raid has not oc¬
curred during tin- history of any war. That It was a rani
and nothing oMo Is evident from Una fort that it would
have been Imi-osiihle pt any considerable three to have
g i In the rear ol Mineral pope's army.

'li.ul ot< iiab'o i<eo;de will in igmfy litis a(Tsir Into on#
of gr ¦.« Uaisirlaneo there can he nodmbi; lo t to tlirs-o
who know as well as your rorresptxident dims tho im-
iii"ii-e miIItiny (Kitvor of our govsinment. and the doom
thai is surely awaiting the relicts, this littls tr>ck of tho
[raltois will .sc.m of no consequence.

The Affair at C&tlett'a Mutton.
l< orra.-5iKwidt.tico of the I'biimlelphtn

ATaxijttmu, August ^7, isf»2.
On the night of the 2Bth tn«t. the rebol" tigam attacked

oc.r ii .in'-. »t i station, rind captured four <>t them.
Tho 1 eoinotlvc It >i I! tu was cittp'.ed to a tra a u tho time
of ti Ik lest iu.n k in which wo.e some sick and wounded
soldier*. The engineer put on n fi ll h»n<l of sie,»m mid
esc ipe't with tho train; but, uafnrtrnutely, another wai
atiiiulitiK on the track at tho watering station, near Ma¬
nassas Junction, and the result, el c<>uino,wm a fourfnl
collision, in which cars <vei« plied up and amaalied. Se¬
veral |*irs"os were lujurod w1j<>so n mm I could not learn,
owing to anetlier avrious disaster hicb oeiurred higher
ap on tho road. Tho bridge at Bull Hull creek hail been
partially d< itmyed, mi tho *rulne I'rnsldcnt wit precipi¬
tated Into the oick The rebate hud cut tho telegraph
wires previous to their attack on the train*, so us'to In¬
tercept *11 aid and comraunlciittoo until the work of do-
atruollon \m>« cunplnfed. I saw the wreck train and
workmen ga "'ittlila morning to clear the track, and. an

the bridge tlmbere nre already p spared in Alexandria,
the route will soon be put In eper rtlon. AIJ enmmuniea
IP-n below Fairfax Station Is nt present interrupted.
Tills »tt e k, 111*' the (Irst, was made by A portion of tlcbe-
ral Stuart's cavalry, who came on behind i ur lroo|m .is
iu the former cnau. and by n proj-er exercise of eontlon
could haio been avoided. Though it may eeotn very odd,
and no doubt It ti, that we should SHifer such destruction
t f property under our very mves, yet ruch is Hie Strang'b
and position of our army nt present Hurt In a few davs I
hope to bo able to communicate such news as will throw
this piece of annoyance ro completely iu the th ole tliat
It will be deemed carce worthy ef notice.

A Review of Kvmfa of Three Days'
Xllfrl's Aellon,

l^i r irri-s ouucnc>« < f tin' I'hnadetpllla I'rcs".
w.i-ii.viix i»: < , August at, if< i.

I'lii of yotir r|»e isl eorres; oiiU. ij'h havbig given yo»
p: If and g> ipliie. nc nt o the tiattlea along t|
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